
School District of University City 

University City High School 
 
 
 The purpose of this letter is to introduce myself as one of                                        
teachers.  I also want to extend an invitation, share my philosophy of education, provide you 
with a brief course description, explain my policies, ask you a few questions, allow you to ask a 
few of your own, and establish open lines of communication. 
 

Introduction – This is my 5th year teaching in the School District of University City, and it 
is my 5th year teaching in total.  My enthusiasm for teaching grows more and more each year, 
and I am looking forward to this school year!  I earned a Bachelor’s of Science in Music 
Education degree from the University of Missouri-Columbia, and minored in Spanish.  I am 
currently pursuing my Masters of Music in Music Education degree from the University of 
Michigan.  In fact, I spent six weeks in Ann Arbor, MI this summer completing my second round 
of coursework.  I have one summer to go!  In general, I spend a lot of time with my family and 
friends, I have two dogs, and I love to travel. 
 

Invitation – The most important purpose in writing this letter is to invite you to join me 
as partners in teaching your son or daughter.  Research shows that when parents and teachers 
work together, the result is a better education.  I look forward to meeting you and working with 
you!  Please remember to put August 29th from 6-8 pm in your calendar.  It is Curriculum 
Night and I would love to see you there! 

 
Philosophy of Education – I believe strongly that schools and teachers exist for two 

equally important reasons.  The first is to help our students increase in knowledge – to give 
them the tools and skills they will need to function well in a changing world.  More specifically 
for my class, I want to give students a solid foundation of music and orchestral skills and 
knowledge so that they continue to promote, support, appreciate, and be involved in music 
throughout their lives.  The second is to help them develop good character and become good 
citizens.  As Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. wrote, “Intelligence plus character – that is the true goal 
of education.”  In addition to upholding high academic standards, I will be doing all I can to help 
my students develop good attitudes, be respectful, work hard, and be honest.  In my opinion, 
these are the four main ingredients of good character.  

 
I am looking forward to a great school year!  Please feel free to contact me at any time (email is 
usually best, since I travel to three schools every day). 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Ms. Lucy Mosier 
lmosier@ucityschools.org 



Orchestra Syllabus 
2017-2018 

 
Ms. Lucy Mosier, UCHS Orchestra Director and Elementary Strings 

Teacher (Jackson Park, Flynn Park, and Barbara C. Jordan) 
314-290-4100 (ext. 2128) 
lmosier@ucityschools.org 

Room 410 
2nd Period 

 
Music is all around us and is an essential part of our everyday lives.  Not only is it an avenue for 
self-expression, but it also deserves to be studied.  Playing in orchestra introduces students to 
new styles of music and helps build important life skills, such as listening, teamwork, trust, 
respect, and responsibility.  Orchestra can also help improve self-esteem, relationship skills, and 
overall success in school.  Most importantly, orchestra is a family and special place to belong.  I 
hope that you enjoy the year and are excited to learn and grow as a musician and as a person! 
 

Course Description 
Students will develop their playing skills and techniques by performing a variety of repertoire in 
orchestra and in small ensembles.  Students will understand and demonstrate proper 
performance practice and what it means to be a professional musician.  In addition to 
performing on their instruments, students will become educated listeners and audience 
members, learn musical terminology, study basic music theory, and learn music history.  Playing 
in the orchestra and studying other musical concepts will enable them to become better, more 
well-rounded musicians and contributors to society.  
Pre-Requisite:  Must have played in orchestra at Brittany Woods Middle School and be 
recommended by the orchestra teacher there to continue at UCHS.  If a student did not attend 
Brittany Woods, but wishes to be in orchestra at UCHS, they must audition with Ms. Mosier to 
be admitted into this group.  Ability to play a string instrument and knowledge of basic music 
theory and note-reading skills is necessary to be successful in the class.   

 
 
UCHS Behavior Expectations 

1. Be respectful 
2. Be responsible 
3. Be ready 
4. Be peaceful 
5. Be positive 

 
 

 

Manners in Orchestra 
1. Courteous 
2. Considerate 
3. Respectful 
4. Polite 

 

mailto:lmosier@ucityschools.org


Course Expectations (as developed by the students in class) 

1. Be on time to class with all materials, prepared and ready to work, and follow classroom 
procedures = Teamwork. 

2. Attend all required concerts and events. 
3. Show respect and care for your classmates, materials, and the teacher. 
4. Food, gum, candy, and drinks are NOT allowed in the classroom.   
5. No long fingernails – nails must be trimmed short to allow for optimal playing. 
6. Complete all instructions and assignments in a timely manner. 
7. Use uplifting and encouraging words and have a positive attitude. 

 

Course Objectives 
By the end of the course, students will meet the following goals: 

1. Play alone and with the ensemble in a variety of performance settings. 
2. Play music from different cultures and genres. 
3. Play correct rhythms and with accurate intonation. 
4. Play 3-octave scales and arpeggios. 
5. Learn new techniques, like vibrato, shifting, tremolo, etc.  
6. Listen to and analyze music of various genres. 
7. Evaluate the quality of music performances, especially self-evaluation. 
8. Know and understand basic music theory skills, such as key signatures, time signatures, 

rhythm counting, music vocabulary, etc. 
 

Scope and Sequence 
Throughout the year, students will be learning the following topics and practicing the following 
skills: 

1. Tone Production and Body Format 

2. Music Literacy and Extended Technique 

3. Performing in an Ensemble 

4. Analyzing Music and Performances 

5. Music History and Culture 

6. Creative Musicianship 

 

Required Course Materials 

 Instrument (instruments may be rented from the school on a needed basis only) 

 Pencil, pencil, pencil!!! 

 Folder or binder (for class handouts and study materials) 

 Shoulder rest (for violins and violas only) 

 Rock stop (for cellos only) 

 All music will be provided for the students 

 Metronome and music stand (highly encouraged for home practice) 
 

 

 



Instructional Method 
The primary method of instruction is a participation lab (rehearsal).  Each student will play in 
the ensemble and also perform individually.  Students will also learn from listening to other 
musicians and recordings, as well as some lecture and note-taking lessons. 
 

Homework 
 HOME PRACTICE – Practicing is the daily homework.  Students must be prepared for 

rehearsal each day in order to be successful, prepare for concerts, and achieve the finest 
results.  I recommend at least 2 hours of practice every week, or 20-30-minute practice 
sessions 3-4 times a week. 

 Attending all required concerts. 

 Concert Reflections 

 Various music theory assignments will be assigned throughout the year. 

 2 Enrichment Papers – Students must attend at least 2 concerts/performances on their 
own per year (1 concert each semester) and write about their experience in a one page 
response.  Papers are due on the day of the Final Exam (or earlier). 
 

Late Work Policy 
 If a student is absent when an assignment is due, it is expected that the assignment will 

be turned in the next class that they are able to attend.  For every day that an 
assignment is late, 10% of the total points possible will be deducted.  An assignment will 
not be accepted after ONE WEEK of the original due date. 

 If a student is absent when an assignment is assigned, it is their responsibility to get the 
assignment, make up the missed work, and turn it in on time.  If the assignment is not 
turned in on time, the same policy from above applies. 

  

Academic Integrity 
Cheating or copying other students’ answers on tests and assignments is forbidden.  If such 
infractions occur, administration and parents will be notified and the appropriate steps will be 
taken for consequences.  Refer to the UCHS Student Handbook for protocol on this topic. 
 

Grading 
Concerts – 40% of final grade 

Daily Participation/Preparation – 25% of final grade 
Tests/Quizzes/Evaluations – 20% of final grade 
Assignments/Homework – 15% of final grade 

 

 Concerts:  All concerts are MANDATORY.  If you miss a concert, you will fail the class 

 Daily Participation/Preparation:  Students must be on time, have all the required 
materials, actively participate in class, and follow classroom expectations in order to 
receive the 5 daily participation points. 

 Tests/Quizzes/Evaluations:  Formative playing quizzes/evaluations will be given on a 
weekly basis and summative playing tests will be given every few weeks.  In addition to 
playing tests, written tests/quizzes will be given. 



 Homework/Assignments:  (see above) 
The grading system is as follows: 

90-100% = A 
80-89% = B 
70-79% = C 
60-69% = D 

59% and below = Failing 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Concert Dates and Important Events  
(ones with a * are required): 

Understand that some dates may change due to scheduling conflicts.  I commit to informing you of any 
changes, should they take place, within a timely manner. 

 

1 Semester: 
 *Friday, August 25th – Syllabus Contract due (signed by parent and student) 

 Tuesday, August 29th at 6:00-8:00 – UCHS Curriculum Night 

 *October TBD – Performance Fieldtrip to Siteman Cancer Center 

 Monday, November 6th – St. Louis All-Suburban Orchestra Auditions (Ritenour High 
School) 

 *Tuesday, December 5th at 6:30 – High School Band and Orchestra Concert (UCHS 
Auditorium) 
 

2nd Semester 
 Saturday, January 13th – Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration (UCHS) 

 Tuesday, February 6th – E. Desmond Lee Festival (University of Missouri-St. Louis) 

 Friday, March 2nd – St. Louis Solo/Ensemble Festival (Parkway Central High School) 

 *Thursday, March 8th – State Large Group Orchestra Festival 

 *Tuesday, March 27th at 6:30 – Music in Our Schools Concert (UCHS Auditorium) 

 *Tuesday, April 3rd at 6:30 – All-District Strings Concert (UCHS Gymnasium) 

 *Tuesday, April 24th at 6:30 – High School Band, Orchestra, Choir Concert (UCHS 
Auditorium)  

 Saturday, April 28th – State Solo/Ensemble Festival (Columbia, MO) 

 Thursday, May 10th at 6:30 – Honorees and Retirees Reception (Jackson Park 
Gymnasium) 

 *Monday, May 14th – Graduation (Chaifetz Arena) 
 

 
 (Various extra credit performance opportunities will be available throughout the 

year, as well!) 

 
 



*Additional and more specific information about the course and extra 
music activities can be found in the Orchestra Handbook. 

Tear this page off, sign, and return this page only by Friday, August 25th 
(this is a grade!)  

 

Your signatures verify that you have read and 
understand the policies established for Orchestra class. 

 
 

       
Student Name (print clearly)         
   
 
 
Student Signature        Date 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parent Name (print clearly) 
 
 
 
Parent Signature        Date 
 
 

 
Any questions, comments, or concerns about the course and/or expectations: 
             
             
             
              

 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

The following information is for my records only and will be kept confidential.  Please answer 
only the questions you deem appropriate.  If you have any questions for me, please write them 
at the bottom of this sheet.  I will get back to you soon. 



Name of student            
 
Name(s) of parents/guardians          
 
              
 
 
Mailing address            
 
City and zip code            
 
 
Phone number            
 
Work numbers            
 
Please indicate which phone number you prefer and the best times to call. 
 
              
 
 
E-mail addresses            
 
              
 
 

PERSONAL INFORMATION 
 
How would you rate your son/daughter in the following categories? 
 
1 – Motivation:    High    Average   Low 
 
2 – Manners:  High    Average   Low 
 
Is there anything else you would like me to know about your son/daughter?  If yes, please 
explain: 
              
 
              
 
              
 
Questions for me? 
 


